
Nza a bird

Obi a hut

Ekwe a drum

The Levels of God
                               

The Chi 
The personal god, and the 
one that deduces 
an individual’s destiny

The Evil Forest  
The ancestral gods, the mask signifying 
the place where sinners are abandoned

 to rot

The Oracle 
The ultimate god with a super-

natural insight

The story about a tradition on the verge of change.
A tale of a man’s pride and masculinity. 
An intense narrative following the paths of ethnicity.

Locusts 
Locusts foreshadow 
the arrival of missionaries
who seem beneficial initially but turn out to 
be treacherous.

Tradition on the Verge of Change

Chinua Achebe 

The Assassination of Ikemefuna

Yams 
Yams are a symbol of wealth,  social  prestige and masculinity; and are grown mainly 
by ibo men.

Okonkwo’s Downfall
His participation in the killing of his son and Ezeudu’s son breaks 

him down and the repentance dispenses the little emotion he had, 
making him a tragic hero.

The Society
Umuofia, a part of the larger political entity made of 
nine villages. The 
Igbo society 
is patriarchal, ancient and
 barbaric.

The tension about whether change should be privileged over tradition involves 
questions of personal status. The villagers are caught between resisting and 
embracing change and face the dilemma of trying to determine how best to 
adapt to the reality of change.

-Yugeshwor Koirala, XB

Fate Vs. Free Will

              The murder of Ikemefuna, though 
              the most dreadful, is the climax of   
         a series of extreme actions Okonkwo 
         takes to assert his manliness 
         and his existence.
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